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a considerable excess of chalk; owing to the clay being
the more easily reduced, as soon as the supplies are stopped,
it rapidly passes out of the mill, and the remaining slurry,
if not pure chalk, at all events contains a great deal too
much of that material. To avoid this excess of chalk,
the author always adopted the plan of adding one or two
barrows of clay, according to requirements, during the
wash-down process, so that, with the exception of an ex-
cess of water, there was not much amiss with the resulting
slurry.
The millstones used for the final reduction and amalga-
mation of the slurry are the ordinary French burrs of the
usual bedstone and runner type, the most general size
being 4 feet 6 inches in diameter, of which an illustration
is given in fig, 25, p. 128. The usual method of feeding
the wet stones is to allow the rough slurry to run from the
small feeding tank or reservoir above, where it is deposited
by the elevator, through a wooden shoot or trough into the
eye of the stone, a separate shoot with a suitable cut-off
arrangement being provided for each pair of stones. To
prevent the slurry splashing off the crossbar out at the eye
of the stone, and thus passing to the pumps without proper
reduction, a circular cap or disc is fitted over the eye, which
encloses it altogether, with the exception of a hole about
6 inches in diameter, through which the slurry is fed. The
wet stones are generally arranged on a line shaft, in which
case, instead of the wooden trough arrangement above
mentioned, a neater method of arranging the feed is to
distribute the slurry from the service tank, through an
ordinary 6-inch cast-iron slurry pipe, running along at the
back of the stones, with a T-joint and short length fitted
with a cut-off for each pair of stones.
It is hardly necessary to add that, in order to obtain
good results with the wet stones, they must be accurately